
Wilmette Public Schools, District 39         Grade 1 Writing Curriculum Map 
Handwriting and Keyboarding Philosophy 
Manuscript handwriting, cursive handwriting, and keyboarding are means for communicating thoughts to others in a legible manner. These are not a content subject in themselves, 
but rather a part of the drafting and editing steps within the writing process. Correct formation, size, slant, and shape of letters in handwriting and proper hand placement for 
keyboarding should be modeled, taught, and reinforced at appropriate grade levels. 
Handwriting and Keyboarding Instruction 
Handwriting readiness, along with modeling of and individual instruction in manuscript letter formations is provided in kindergarten. Students in grades 1-4 use the 
Simplified/Modern Zaner-Bloser handwriting. Formal manuscript instruction begins in kindergarten, as appropriate, and is reinforced in first and second grade. Formal cursive 
instruction begins in third grade and is reinforced in fourth grade. In fifth and sixth grades cursive writing can be remediated and/or reinforced as needed. Keyboarding is 
introduced in grade two with practice and reinforcement throughout the grades.  
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 Essential Questions Content Skills 

Fall  How is the writing process 
implemented? 
  
 
 
 
How can the structure of sentences 
improve written communication? 
  

Writing Process 
A. Prewriting 
  
B. First Draft 
  
C. Revising 
  
D. Editing 
  
E. Final Draft 
 
  
Grammar 
 F. Parts of Speech 
     -nouns 
  
G. Sentences 
  
 
H. Capitalization 
  
 
I. Punctuation 
 
Forms of Writing 
 J. Narrative 
 -purpose 
 -audience 
 

A. Select a topic 
A. Brainstorm ideas and engage in prewriting activities 
A. Gather information 
  
B. Write for public and personal purposes 
B. Write in a variety of formats  
B. Create a first draft 
 
C/D.  Reflect on own writing 
D. Use grade level appropriate punctuation and capitalization  
D. Use resources to spell words 
 
E. Produce a variety of written formats 
E. Share writing 
 
F. Recognize nouns 
     -singular 
     -plural 
 
G. Recognize types of sentences  
    - declarative (telling) 
     - interrogative (asking) 
     - exclamatory (show emotion) 
  
H. Use capital letters to begin a proper noun 
     -particular people 
     -particular places 
     -particular events 
H. Capitalize the first word in a sentence 
H. Capitalize main word in titles 
 

I. Use periods at the end of sentences 
I. Use question marks at the end of an asking sentence 
I. Use exclamation mark at end of exclamations 
 
J. Write narrative stories 
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 Essential Questions Content Skills 
Winter How is the writing process 

implemented? 
  
 
 
 
How can the structure of sentences 
improve written communication? 
  
 
 

Writing Process 
 A. Prewriting 
  
 
 
B. First Draft 
C. Revising 
  
D. Editing 
  
 
E. Final Draft 
  
Grammar 
 F. Parts of Speech 
     -nouns 
     -verbs 
  
  
 G. Sentences 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
H. Capitalization 
  
 
 
 
I. Punctuation 
  
 
 
 
 
Forms of Writing 
 J. Narrative 
    -purpose 
    -audience 
  

A. Select a topic 
A. Brainstorm ideas and engage in prewriting activities 
A. Write for pubic and personal purposes 
A. Gather information 
  
B. Write in a variety of formats 
B. Create a first draft 
D. Rewrite paper legibly or use technology for final copy 
D. Use grade-level appropriate punctuation and capitalization 
D. Use resources to spell words 
  
E. Produce a variety of written formats 
E. Share writing in a variety of ways 
  
F. Recognize nouns 
     -singular 
     -plural 
     -common 
     -proper 
F. Identify verbs 
      - present tense 
      - past tense 
  
G. Recognize types of sentences 
     -declarative (telling) 
     -interrogative (asking) 
     -exclamatory (show emotion)  
G. Write a simple sentence 
     -declarative (telling) 
     -interrogative (asking) 
     -exclamatory (show emotion)  
  
H. Use capital letters to begin a proper noun 
     -particular people 
     -particular places 
     -particular events 
H. Capitalize the first word in a sentence 
H. Capitalize main word in titles 
H. Use capital letters in titles 
  
I. Use periods at the end of sentences 
  
J. Write narrative stories 
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 Essential Questions Content Skills 
 How is the writing process 

implemented? 
  
 
 
 
How can the structure of sentences 
improve written communication? 
  
 
 

Writing Process 
 A. Prewriting 
  
 
 
B. First Draft 
 C. Revising 
  
 
D. Editing 
  
 
E. Final Draft 
 
Grammar 
 F. Parts of Speech 
     -nouns 
     -verbs 
  
 
 
 
 
G. Sentences 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
H. Capitalization 
  
 
 
 
 
I. Punctuation 
  
 
Forms of Writing 
 J. Narrative 
    -purpose 
    -audience 

A. Select a topic 
 A. Brainstorm ideas and engage in prewriting activities 
 A. Gather information 
  
B. Write for public and personal purpose 
B. Write in a variety of formats 
B. Create a first draft 
C. Reflect on own writing 
D. Use grade-level appropriate punctuation and capitalization 
D. Rewrite paper legibly or use technology for final copy 
D. Use resources to spell words 
  
E. Produce a variety of written formats 
E. Share writing in a variety of ways 
  
F. Identify nouns 
     -singular 
     -plural 
     -common 
     -proper 
F. Identify verbs 
      - present tense 
      - past tense 
  
G. Recognize types of sentences 
     -declarative (telling) 
     -interrogative (asking) 
     -exclamatory (show emotion) 
 G. Write a simple sentence 
     -declarative (telling) 
     -interrogative (asking) 
     -exclamatory (show emotion)  
  
H. Use capital letters to begin a proper noun 
     -particular people 
     -particular places 
     -particular events 
H. Capitalize the first word in a sentence 
H. Capitalize main word in titles 
H. Use capital letters in titles 
  
I. Use periods at the end of sentences 
I. Use question marks at the end of an interrogative sentences 
  
J. Write narrative stories 
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 Essential Questions Content Skills 
K. Poetry 
    - rhyme 
    -alliteration 
     -humor 
    -rhythm 
  

K. Write descriptive poetry 

Spring  How is the writing process 
implemented? 
 
How can the structure of sentences 
improve written communication? 
  
 
 

Writing Process 
 A. Prewriting 
  
 
B. First Draft 
C. Revising 
  
 
D. Editing 
  
 
 
 
E. Final Draft 
  
Grammar 
F. Parts of Speech 
     -nouns 
     -verbs 
  
 
 
 
 
G. Sentences 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
H. Capitalization 
  
 
 
 
I. Punctuation 

A. Select a topic 
A. Brainstorm ideas and engage in prewriting activities 
A. Gather information 
  
B. Write for public and personal writing 
B. Write in a variety of formats 
B. Create a first draft 
  
D. Use grade-level appropriate punctuation and capitalization 
D. Rewrite paper legibly or use technology for final copy 
D. Proofread and edit spelling 
D. Use resources to spell words 
  
E. Produce a variety of written formats 
E. Share writing in a variety of ways 
  
F. Define nouns 
F. Identify 
     -singular 
     -plural 
     -common 
     -proper 
F. Identify verbs 
  
G. Recognize types of sentences 
     -declarative (telling) 
     -interrogative (asking) 
     -exclamatory (show emotion)  
G. Write a simple sentence 
      -declarative (telling) 
     -interrogative (asking) 
     -exclamatory (show emotion)  
  
H. Use capital letters to begin a proper noun 
     -particular people 
     -particular places 
     -particular events 
H. Capitalize the first word in a sentence 
H. Capitalize main word in titles 
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 Essential Questions Content Skills 
  
Forms of Writing 
 J. Narrative 
    -purpose 
     -audience 
 K. Poetry 
 -rhyme 
 -alliteration 
 - humor 
 -rhythm 

  
I. Use periods at the end of sentences 
I. Use exclamation mark at end of exclamations 
I. Use question marks at the end of an interrogative sentences 
I. Use apostrophes in contractions 
  
J. Write narrative stories 
  
K. Write descriptive poetry 
  
 

 


